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Abstract:  

The utilization of 3d printing to create new parts/models is increasing nowadays. Different materials 

are used to generate 3d parts. 3d printers are used worldwide so the chances of waste generation are also in-

creasing day by day. Thermoplastics enable the recycling of waste plastics by repeatedly melting and reforming 

polymers, reducing environmental effects. This research does a literature assessment on the recycled filament 

and 3D printing self-production equipment, which reduces the waste generation and cost of filament used in 

FDM printing. 

Introduction 

As the demand of 3d printed parts of different materials are increasing day by day. The thermoplastic 

waste is also increasing. To manage this kind of waste we have to focus on 3d printing waste utilization. Ther-

moplastic waste utilization plays a crucial role in understanding and optimizing the waste recycling. Thermop-

lastic recycling is a critical step in minimizing global plastic waste and encouraging a circular economy. Ther-

moplastic recycling minimizes greenhouse gas emissions and uses energy by removing waste from waste sites 

and incineration. Recycling systems that are effective ensure that thermoplastic polymers are reprocessed and 

turned into valuable goods. However, difficulties such as complicated sorting and separating, contamination, 

and non-recyclable materials impede the recycling process. Chemical and mechanically recyclable solutions, for 

example, are being developed to improve efficiency and efficacy. The achievement of thermoplastic recycling 

requires consumer understanding and clear recycling procedures. By incorporating thermoplastic polymer recy-

cling into a circular economy model, polymers are reused, refurbished, and recycled to extend their lives and 

reduce waste output. Plastic recycling advances circular economy principles by limiting anthropogenic contami-

nation and encouraging recycling. Educational projects such as the Continuous Plastic Project promote partici-

patory activities and the sharing of information regarding plastic recycling, increasing understanding of its utili-

ty and value. The recovery and sorting out of plastic waste are crucial for environmental protection and waste 

management. Reproducing thermoplastic components in 3D printing provides it a second life while also reduc-

ing waste. This research does a literature assessment on the recycled filament and 3D printing self-production 

equipment (Mikula, K. et al., 2021). When 3D printing uses recycled materials such as PLA and ABS, it may be 

used to manufacture value-added items with complex geometries. These substances can be utilized to make fi-

laments out of waste materials (Hunt et al., 2015). 

Literature Review: 

S.M. Al-Salem, et al. (2009) In this paper it is the process of, flecks, and Plastic solid waste (PSW) 

poses both issues and opportunities for society, with polyolefin sources forming a significant share of everyday 

single-life cycle plastic products. Primary (re-extrusion), secondary (mechanical), tertiary (chemical), and qua-

ternary (energy recovery) recycling and recovery methods and technologies are addressed. Primary recycling is 

the process of reintroducing clean scrap of a single polymer into a single extrusion cycle, leading to similar ma-

terial products. Secondary processes, according to the source, shape, and usage, transform waste products into 

required shapes and forms such as pellets, flecks, and even powders. Tertiary treatment schemes have made a 

substantial contribution to the recycling status of PSW in recent years. 

Isabelle Anderson, (2017) Virgin 3D-printed plastic components and remanufactured PLA filament are 

limited in mechanical properties without any decrease in tensile strength or yield. Recycling PLA filament has 

resulted in minor mechanical property losses, with a 10 percent decrease in elongation at failure. The aim of this 

study is to compare the tensile, shear, and hardness attributes of test specimens produced from virgin PLA fila-

ment to those made with recycled PLA filament. PLA was picked for this study considering it is easier to re-

cycle into filament than other 3D printing elements. Reusing 3D printed scrap materials into usable filament 

offers parts with qualities equivalent to virgin filament, reducing raw materials, cost, energy, and carbon foot-

prints in the fabrication of 3D printed components. 

Rupinder Singh et al. (2016) The study's goal is to determine dimensional truthfulness based on fun-

damental dimension length, with an emphasis on contours. Plastic waste and polymers are vital in a number of 

industrial items because of their affordable prices, incredible strength, and versatility. These materials are long-
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lasting and biodegradable, making them a popular choice for a variety of applications. However, due to its non-

biodegradability, huge amounts of plastic trash become challenging to recycle. Plastic trash, according to re-

searchers, can be used as an additive to strengthen mechanical and architectural applications. The study's goal is 

to establish dimensional correctness based on fundamental dimension length, with a particular emphasis on con-

tours. 

Narinder Singh et al. (2017) Plastics have become an essential component of modern life, with global 

production expanding dramatically during the past 50 years. Traditional plastics are hard and difficult to break 

down, while polymers decay over decades or centuries in normal environmental circumstances. Because of the 

high trace elements in plastic trash, it is a serious environmental pollutant from synthetic plastics. To overcome 

these concerns, it is critical to recycle and manage plastic solid waste. 

Lanzotti et al., (2019) The researchers examined the mechanical properties of virgin PLA and recycled 

PLA in 3D-printed parts, with an emphasis on composite laminate quality and short-beam strength. Mechanical 

testing on 3D-printed specimens made of virgin and recycled PLA revealed that the short-beam mechanical 

strength of once- or twice-regenerated specimens (119.1 6.6 MPa) was comparable to pure samples. A third 

reuse process, on the other hand, had a detrimental impact on short-beam strength values, resulting in a wide 

range of data (75.0, 16.2 MPa). 

Oksiuta et al., (2020) Both the thermal and mechanical characteristics of PLA blends, including iron 

and magnesium powder, have been compared by the author. They discovered that adding iron powder improved 

tensile strength, while adding magnesium powder increased ductility substantially. There was, however, a mod-

est drop in strength. Over a 150-day period of preparation at 37°C, the pH of the combination went from acidic 

to alkaline, and the composites degraded over a period of 180 days within the 0.9% solution of salt range. 

Guan et al. (2018) The morphological, magnetic, electromagnetism, and mechanical properties of 

thermoplastic blends containing carbonyl iron samples generated by FDM were investigated. The results 

showed that increasing the quantity of iron powder in the filaments increases porosity, with magnetic saturation 

values exceeding 81.282 emu/g. Magnetization remanence values increased as well, while the mechanical dura-

bility of 3D-printed virgin PLA was identical to that of conventional production (40–60 MPa). 

Conclusion and Gaps: 

This review study uses a six-stage methodology to identify the global value chain and map improve-

ments in the recycling of plastic for additive manufacturing. There has been little research on the recovery and 

processing stages of recycled material. Pre-treatment, local cleaning and sorting procedures require effective 

models and quality indicators. It is critical to have an organized description of cleaning, sorting, and dimension 

reduction operations. It is critical to identify sectors that generate uniform waste streams and use 3D printing for 

applications. The conversion of waste PLA into usable PLA is a success. The FDM procedure creates new fila-

ment from waste PLA using an extruder and a blend in the waste PLA. The virgin PLA compound with waste 

PLA has this ability up to a certain point. Up to a specific temperature, increasing the amount of iron powder in 

the composite increases tensile strength. 
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